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98-365
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
DIPIETRO SETS EXAMPLE
CHARLESTON -- At 77, A.J. DiPietro has an unquenchable thirst for teaching -- and
learning.
Described by a colleague as the unstoppable "Energizer Bunny," DiPietro hasn't let
his battery wear down in 39 years.
That's how long the former business consultant-turned-educator has taught
mathematics at Eastern Illinois University.
Just what has keep him going all these years?
"Young people are a very exciting segment of our population. They are wonderful
to have around and are always optimistic even if they are flunking classes. They take
chances and they give me more than I give them. That's why I have devoted more than
50 years of my life to college teaching, not to mention that I love the material I teach.
"It also is wonderful to exchange socially, academically and theoretically with my
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associates, many of whom were hired under my administration," said DiPietro, who chaired
Eastern's mathematics department from 1967 to 1987.
Since retiring in 1987, he has continued to teach part-time during the fall semesters.
He is returning to the classroom yet again this fall to meet the newest crop of mathematics
students.
At first glance, you might mistake the physically fit senior citizen for a college
freshman. It is not unusual to observe him bicycling to and from classes, stopping along
the way to chat with students, faculty and staff.
His distinguishing characteristics become quite apparent at second glance,
particularly when it comes to his classroom presentation.
Standing only 5-foot, 4- inches tall and of Italian descent, Dr. "D," as he is
affectionately called by his students, has been known to stand at the front of his class in
a coat and tie and scream at his students, not in anger but in sheer excitement over the
subject matter. He resorts to other forms of theatrics to help his classes visualize a
problem, interjects humor when class gets tense and stands on a chair to make a point and
in order to reach
the chalkboard.
He also has snuck unusual questions into his final exams, such as "What color did
I recently paint my bedroom?" He tries to avoid being a mathematics "talking head" and
much prefers getting up close and personal with his students.
Michael Evans, a former student of DiPietro's who directs undergraduate programs
-more-
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in the Department of Mathematics at North Carolina State University, has fond memories
of "Dr. D's" classes. "He brought enthusiasm, understanding and fun to classes ranging
from freshman calculus to senior-level courses in mathematical statistics. He also showed
genuine interest in his students as individuals and exhibited a wonderful blend of
demanding standards and jolly good naturedness."
Charleston Mayor Dan Cougill also had "Dr. D" for class. "I very much respected Dr.
DiPietro when I was his student and I came to respect him even more following graduation.
He is a man who sincerely cares about his students and what they do with their lives after
leaving Eastern."
Countless other former and current students share Evans' and Cougill's admiration
for DiPietro, said Claire Krukenberg, mathematics chairman at Eastern, who says DiPietro
consistently receives positive evaluations from his students.
"Dr. DiPietro's lifelong commitment to mathematics education and strong leadership
has set the standard for mathematics at Eastern and in central Illinois," Krukenberg noted.
DiPietro has earned the prestigious honor as a Distinguished Life Member of the
Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics and has become well-known in mathematics
education circles statewide and nationally.
His involvement stretches beyond mathematics and into the community where he
is active in St. Borromeo's Catholic Church, Retired Seniors Volunteer Program and Hour
House. He rarely misses a concert, lecture or other special event on the Eastern campus
and keeps close ties with the university through his association with the EIU Annuitants
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Association.

"Eastern has been good to me. I was first attracted to the university because of its
quality programs and students and I still feel that way today," DiPietro said. "I wouldn't be
here today if it wasn't for then-department head Lawrence Ringenberg, who played an
important role in my interest in applying at Eastern. Working for someone like Dr.
Ringenberg, who had a national reputation for mathematics education, particularly abstract
mathematics, hooked me."
-30-

